CHAPTER VI
THE LAND LEAGUE; THE BOYCOTT; AND MRS. O'SHEA
I
DISRAELI'S attempt to rattle the electorate with an Irish bogey
dismally failed, and his Government resigned* Mr* Gladstone
took his place as Prime Minister, and appointed as Chief
Secretary for Ireland Mr. W* E* Forster, a negligible gentle-
man who was a member of the Society of Friends* Mr*
Forster had shown an intelligent interest in education, but
no interest, intelligent or otherwise, in Ireland* Mr* Glad-
stone himself afterwards described him, in a memorandum
quoted by Mr* Morley in the Life> as " a very impracticable man
placed in a position of great responsibility*"1 He was an
obstinate, unimaginative man who contrived to amass during
his tenancy of the Chief Secretary's Lodge an amount of
vengeful desire which went very ill with his religious pro-
fessions* He did, indeed, receive provocation from Parnell*
who unaffectedly despised him; but if he had paid more
attention to the teaching of his fine society, and less attention
to the taunts of the Irish leader, he would probably have left
a better record behind him in Ireland* The unquestionable
fact about Ireland then was that large masses of the people
were living in a state of destitution through causes over which
they had no control, and that the Government now in power,
though its leader had copiously wept over the sorrows of
Bulgars and Macedonians, knew as little of this misery,, if,
indeed, it knew as much, as had been known by the Govern-
ment over which Disraeli ruled* Half a million persons
had been fed out of charitable funds* An intensive agitation
was being conducted among the farmers* These and other
facts were easily ascertainable, but Mr* Gladstone's Govern-
1 Bk* viii** chap* iv, sect* 2*
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